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ORETHA CASTLE HALEY BOULEVARD MERCHANTS & BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

ANNOUNCES ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE 2017  

PARTNERS IN PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM  

Join Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard for an Open House on Oct 6th from 3:30 – 5:30 pm at 1618 

Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard. Vote online now through October 31st at voteyourmainstreet.org 

 

NEW ORLEANS, LA (SEPTEMBER 2017) – The Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard Merchants & 

Business Association is proud to announce its participation in the 2017 Partners in Preservation: Main 

Street grant program! On October 6th from 3:30 – 5:30 pm the Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard 

Merchants & Business Association will hold an open house at 1618 OC Haley Blvd to showcase the 

renovation plans! 1626 Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard has been chosen as the 1 of 25 potential 

national projects to receive a preservation grant; however, the building needs the help of the New 

Orleans community! Community members are asked to vote 5 times a day for 1626 Oretha Castle 

Haley Boulevard to receive grant money in order to begin the preservation construction of this historic 

New Orleans’ building. Voting ends on October 31st. To vote, please visit voteyourmainstreet.org and 

help New Orleans make it into the top 10 projects!  

 

Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard Main Street Open House 

On Friday October 6th from 3:30-5:30 pm community members are invited to join the Oretha Castle 

Haley Merchants & Business Association at 1618 Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard for an Open House 

event! The event will feature plans that illustrate the reconstruction and preservation of the façade of 

the building. Visitors will also be able to ask questions and learn how to vote online at 

voteyourmainstreet.org.  

The Open House also coincides with the October “First Fridays” event held on the Boulevard.  First 

Fridays feature restaurant food and drink specials, films, art exhibits, educational opportunities, live 

music, wine tastings, sales, and interactive activities at venues along the boulevard. 

 

1626 Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard Restoration Plans 

Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard is the 2017 recipient of the Great American Main Street Award. The 

award recognizes streets that demonstrate exemplary achievement in the process of strengthening their 

downtowns and commercial districts. Recipients continue to create exciting places to live, work, play, 
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and visit, have a commitment to historic preservation, and are actively involved and engaged with 

community members.  

The two-story brick building at 1626 Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard was built in 1913 for the estate of 

M. Lehmann. The building replaced a former department store (“The Fair”). The building’s designer, 

Leon Weiss, was a well-known Louisiana architect whose later firm Weiss, Dreyfous, and Seiferth 

designed many significant public buildings including Charity Hospital and the State Capitol in Baton 

Rouge.  

An early tenant of 1626 Dryades Street was the Grand Leader Department store, which operated until 

the owner’s retirement in 1926. In August 1926, it was announced that McCrory’s department store 

had signed a 25-year lease for the building. McCrory’s continued to occupy the building until the mid-

1960s. Between the mid-1960s and early 1970s, the building housed a variety of neighborhood 

improvement organizations including the Central City Economic Opportunity Corp. Most recently, the 

building has been empty, and the windows and doors were boarded up. Murals have been painted on 

the boards to help beautify the vacant building.  

This project involves a complete rehabilitation of the building. Any funding won by the project will go 

toward the restoration of the front façade. Scope items related specifically to the façade include:  

- Clean existing brick using the gentlest means possible 

- Clean existing cast stone ornament and trim using the gentlest means possible 

- Remove and salvage existing metal sign band and copper cornice. Assess the condition of 

scored stucco surface behind and repair/restore as required Remove existing fabric awning and 

associated hardware  

- Second-floor windows: Remove existing infill panels at second-floor openings. Install new 

wood-framed windows to replicate missing historic windows 

- Storefront windows: Remove existing plywood infill panels at first-floor storefront. Remove 

and salvage stone bulkhead. Install new aluminum-framed impact-resistant storefront windows, 

transom, and entry doors  

- Adjust size/configuration of recessed entrance vestibules for ADA access. Install new tile 

flooring (to match existing) at recessed entrances 

 

The preservation project will help contribute to the Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard Merchants & 

Business Associations’ mission of cultivating economic sustainability throughout the organization’s 

service area.  
 

“As the New Orleans representative, I hope that New Orleans will come together to vote and support 

the continual preservation of historic buildings in our city,” says Linda Pompa, Executive Director of 

the Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard Merchants & Business Association. “The voting only takes a few 

minutes and can help us to really ‘keep the Boulevard movin’.’” 

 

For more information, see voteyourmainstreet.org, or please contact Linda Pompa of Oretha Castle 

Haley Boulevard Merchants & Business Association at (504) 528-1806 or email 

ochaleymainst@bellsouth.net. 

 

ABOUT THE ORETHA CASTLE HALEY BOULEVARD MERCHANTS & BUSINESS 

ASSOCIATION 

Since the late 1990's, the Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard Merchants & Business Association 

(OCHBMBA) has been the lead organization engaged in a strategic plan to revitalize the Boulevard. 

http://voteyourmainstreet.org/


OCHBMBA has facilitated significant investment for the corridor over the years, especially in the 

post-Katrina environment, and the Boulevard is making a spectacular come-back. 

 

ABOUT PARTNERS IN PRESERVATION 

Created by American Express and the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Partners in 

Preservation program has committed $19 million in support of historic places across the U.S., helping 

historic places in eight cities to date, including San Francisco, Chicago, New Orleans, Boston, Seattle, 

Saint Paul/Minneapolis, New York and Washington, D.C. region, and has engaged more than a million 

people. 

 

Through this partnership, American Express and the National Trust for Historic Preservation seek to 

increase the public’s awareness of the importance of historic preservation in the United States and to 

preserve America’s historic and cultural places. The program also hopes to inspire long-term support 

from local citizens for the historic places at the heart of their communities. 
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